
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

PRELUDE                 Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming                          Arr. Barr 

Dr. Soo Jin Kim, Organ 
 

WELCOME & INVOCATION                                           John Lukens 

 

How shall we get this house ready for the coming of our King? 

   With branches of cedar—reminders of strength, promise, and royal  

   hope. 
 

And how shall we prepare for the coming of the eternal King? 

   With pine and fir—evergreen signs of life that never fades. 
 

How shall we welcome our Savior? 

   With wreaths of holly and ivy, telling the story of His love, His 

sacrifice, and His rising again. 
 

And how shall we prepare our hearts for the coming of God’s own Son? 

   By listening once more to the words of Scripture, words that tell of  

   God’s saving work. 
 

For God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world— 

   But so that the world might be saved through Him. 

*Please stand as you are able 

Last Week’s Attendance 

11:00 am In-Person Worship         143                                                           

11:00 am Online Worship               28 
 

 

Staff Directory 

Rev. Owen Skinner, Senior Pastor  

 owen@tfumc.org | ext. 4026 

Dr. Nathan Frank, Director of Music & Arts  

                nfrank@tfumc.org | ext. 4023  

Mimi Sanders, Director of Family & Children’s Ministries  

 mimi_sanders@tfumc.org | ext. 4038  

Kelsey Gay, Director of Youth Ministries 

 youth@tfumc.org | ext. 4024 

Shirleta Lawrence, Weekday Preschool Director  

 preschool@tfumc.org | ext. 4020 

Stephanie Shanholtzer, Administrative Assistant  

 sshanholtzer@tfumc.org | ext. 4025  

Cindy Petersiel, Church Administrator  

 cpetersiel@tfumc.org| ext. 4035  

 
 Scan the QR Code to give to 

Tucker First UMC electronically. 

Reminder: Our Tucker First worship services are live-streamed each Sunday and recorded   

services are available on our website. To ensure the privacy of our  congregation, individuals 

will not be identified without permission.  (lyrics used by permission CCLI# 1456853) 

Sunday, November 30: 

9:30a-Discovery Class (201*) 

9:30a-Discipleship Journey (205) 

9:45a-Searchers Class (202*) 

9:45a-Christian Friendship (206) 

9:45a-Unity Class (213) 

9:45a-Children’s Sunday School (CW) 

9:45a-Youth Sunday School (WC) 

11:00a-Traditional Worship (S) 

1:00p-Shower Ministry (AC) 

4:00p-Chapel Bells (210) 

4:30p-Tucker Acts (C) 

5:00p-Sanctuary Bells (210) 

5:15p–Youth Group (WC) 

Monday, December 1: 

9:00a-Weekday Preschool  

1:00p-Care Team (BCR) 

Tuesday, December 2: 

9:00a-Weekday Preschool  

11:00a-Staff Meeting (BCR) 

6:00p-Preschool Spirit Night at  

Dairy Queen 

6:30p-Three Legacies Recovery Group 

(WC) 

7:00p-ESOL 

Wednesday, December 3: 

9:00a-Weekday Preschool  

9:30a-Three Legacies Recovery Group 

(WC) 

5:00p-Everything Is Sacred Study (AC) 

5:30p-Cherub Choir (MC) 

5:30p-Melody Bells (210) 

Wednesday, December 3 continued: 

6:00p- Wednesday Night Supper (AC) 

6:20p-Wesley Singers (MC) 

6:45p-United Methodist Men (AC) 

7:30p-Chancel Choir (MC) 

Thursday, December 4: 

9:00a-Weekday Preschool  

6:30p-Three Legacies Recovery Group 

(WC) 

Friday, December 5: 

9:00a-Weekday Preschool  

10:00a-Backpack Buddies (WC) 

Saturday, December 6: 

10:00a-Advent Hope Seventh Day       

Adventist Church (C, J, CW) 

4:00p-Wesley Center Reserved 

Sunday, December 7: 

9:30a-Discovery Class (201*) 

9:30a-Discipleship Journey (205) 

9:45a-Searchers Class (202*) 

9:45a-Christian Friendship (206) 

9:45a-Unity Class (213) 

9:45a-Children’s Sunday School (CW) 

9:45a-Youth Sunday School (WC) 

11:00a-Traditional Worship (S) 

12:30p-Staff Parish Relations (BCR) 

1:00p-Shower Ministry (AC) 

4:00p-Chapel Bells (210) 

5:00p-Community Meal (WC) 

6:30p-Christmas Pops (S) 

November 30, 2025 

1st Sunday of Advent 

 

Church Mission: 

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.  

 

Serving in Worship Today 
 

Acolyte:  Lauren Shanholtzer, Wyatt Williams, Sinclair Allen, Thayer  

  Allen, Naomi Feldman, William Gee 

AV Team:  David Urda, Charles Keown, Stephanie Shanholtzer 
 

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, December 7, 2025 

Isaiah 11:1-10 | Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 | Romans 15:4-13 | Matthew 3:1-12 

Vision Statement: 

To be a church in connection with God, our community, and each other.  

(C) Chapel 

(J) Jenkin’s Hall 

(S) Sanctuary 

(GR) Gathering Room 

(BCR) Becker Conf. Room 

(WC) Wesley Center 

(CW) Children’s Wing 

(MC) Music Center 

(AC) Activities Center 

CALENDAR 

Tucker First United Methodist Church 

5095 LaVista Road 

Tucker, GA 30084 

Church Office: 770-938-3030 | Direct Dial: 678-325- and the extension.  

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-4:30 pm; Friday: Closed www.tuckerfirst.org 

Josh Batchelder 

Carolyn Weir 

Dot Melo  

Melanie Jones 

Cindy Smith 

Julia Torbert  

Dale Wasmer 

Linda Visk 

Rev. Paul Yeun 

Joy Streater 

TJ Jarrett 

Walter Kelly 

Ron Suddeth 

Pamela Dobbs 

Linda Wheeler 

Dawn Hines  

Shelly Thomas 

Henry Wall 

Donna Powell 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Charles Bannister 

Ethel Bay 

Sandra Emrich 

Carole Fisher 

Garnett Fisher 

Garnett Halstead 

Pat Hicks     

Gloria Jones            

Jo Anne Maxwell 

Dot Melo 

Mary Smith            

Chuck Stevenson 

Olevia Thrasher            

Lisa Tink 

           

Listed by Date Received  Our Homebound Family 



 

SUNG RESPONSE                                         Tune: Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella 

Hope has come: a light in the darkness! 

Hope shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 

See, all the heaven has come to proclaim it; hear how their song of joy arises: 

Hope! Hope! Born unto to you, Savior! 

Hope! Hope! Glory to God on high. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING           Romans 13:11-14                               John Lukens 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                      Rev. Owen Skinner 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                               
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those that trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory, forever.  Amen.      
 

MINISTRY MOMENT             Weekday Preschool                    Rev. Owen Skinner 
 

OFFERTORY                       Sheep May Safely Graze                                            Bach          

Dr. Soo Jin Kim, Organ 
 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                               Tune: God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
 

Now to the Lord sing praises all you within this place, 

and with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace; 

this holy tide of Christmas all other doth deface.  

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

*SCRIPTURE LESSON         Matthew 24:36-44                      Rev. Owen Skinner 
 

ANTHEM                          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                               Bradford        

Chancel Choir 
 

SERMON                                        Sacred Time                           Rev. Owen Skinner 

 

During the last hymn, you are invited to send a member of your family to come forward 

and place a Chrismon on the tree. You can continue to come up  

during the Sending Forth and after the service.  

  

*HYMN No. 206        I Want to Walk As A Child of the Light                    Verses 1&2 
 

*BENEDICTION                                                              Rev. Owen Skinner 
 

*SENDING FORTH   I Want to Walk As A Child of the Light                          Verse 3 

  

 

*HYMN No. 196             Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                              Verse 1 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH No. 885                                  Rev. Owen Skinner 
 

Where the Spirit of the Lord is,  

there is the one true church, apostolic and universal,  

whose holy faith let us now declare:  
 

We believe in God the Father,  

   infinite in wisdom, power, and love,  

   whose mercy is over all his works,  

   and whose will is ever directed to his children’s good.  

We believe in Jesus Christ,  

   Son of God and Son of man,  

   the gift of the Father’s unfailing grace,  

   the ground of our hope,  

   and the promise of our deliverance from sin and death.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit  

   as the divine presence in our lives,  

   whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance  

   of the truth of Christ,  

   and find strength and help in time of need.  

We believe that this faith should manifest itself  

   in the service of love  

   as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord,  

   to the end  

   that the kingdom of God may come upon the earth. Amen.  
 

*SUNG RESPONSE          Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                           Verse 2 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                Dr. Nathan Frank 
 

In this first week of Advent, we light the candle of Hope, trusting that Christ’s 

light is already breaking into our world. 

The hope of Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Let us share signs of Christ’s hope with one another. 
 

Children are invited to come forward for the Children’s Moment 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                        Mimi Sanders 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                       Richard and Joy Egge 
 

We pray for Hope this day.  

We pray for Hope this day.  
 

We open to see the Sacred reflected in all things.  

We open to see each moment  

As a gift of holy presence.  
 

This is the gift of the Christ Mystery, lighting the way to hope.  

This is the gift of the Christ Mystery, lighting the way to hope.  
 

 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT 
 

Special Sermon Series-Reflecting the Sacred 

The Christmas season is a time when the juxtaposition of the sacred and secular feels 

sometimes blatantly opposed, and sometimes quite blurred. The word “sacred” points 

to something dedicated as “holy” and “set apart”. This year, you are invited to a 

spiritual journey of seeing ALL things filled with the Holy. What could our experience 

of the Advent and Christmas season be like if we lived it imagining that everything is 

reflecting the sacred? Join us on the journey beginning Sunday, November 30 when we 

will explore “Sacred Time”. 
 

Everything Is Sacred Study 

Cherri Slomiany and Pastor Owen will lead a companion study to our special sermon 

series. The companion devotional book is called “Everything Is Sacred” by Richard 

Rohr. The study will be held Wednesdays December 3, 10 & 17 from 5:00-5:45 p.m. in 

the Activities Center before dinner. All are welcome to join us. If you have any 

questions, please reach out to either Cherri at slom3@yahoo.com or Pastor Owen at 

owen@tfumc.org. 
 

Preschool Spirit Night at Dairy Queen 

Join us on Tuesday, December 2, at the Dairy Queen in Tucker (4146 Lawrenceville 

Hwy) to support our Weekday Preschool! From 6–9 pm, Dairy Queen will donate 10% 

of all sales to the preschool—just mention Tucker First UMC Preschool when you 

order. Come enjoy a treat and help us support this wonderful ministry! 
 

Christmas Pops at Tucker First - Sunday, December 7 

Join us for an unforgettable evening of holiday favorites featuring the Music Ministry of 

Tucker First UMC — including our children’s choirs, Church Street Station, handbells, 

orchestra, and more! 

Come early for a time of fellowship and a delicious meal at 5:00 pm before the concert 

begins at 6:30 pm. Celebrate the season with family, friends, and the joyful sounds of 

Christmas at Tucker First! 
 

Join Us for Pioneers Meeting– December 11 

You're invited to our next Pioneers gathering! Join us on Thursday, December 11, at 

11:30 am in Jenkins Hall for lunch, fellowship, and an informative program. This 

month, we’ll have a Christmas themed program. Hot lunch is $12. Please RSVP to the 

church office at 770-938-3030. We look forward to seeing you!  
 

Give the Gift of Life – Donate Blood!  

Mark your calendar for our next Blood Drive on Thursday, December 11 from 2:30 – 

7:30 pm in the Wesley Center. Every donation can help save up to three lives. Sign up 

today at redcrossblood.org using the sponsor code TUCK1UMC.  

We also need friendly faces to help out! Volunteers are needed to greet donors and 

assist at the snack table. You can sign up for a 2-hour shift and make a big difference in 

a small amount of time. Contact Evelyn Burkett at ehburkett@comcast.net or 404-727-

1582  

Looking ahead to next Sunday, December 7: 

Matthew 3:1-12 

Sacred People 

Wednesday Night Supper December 3 

 Beef tacos, Mexican rice, refried beans, assorted toppings  


