But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth. Acts 1:8
Tucker First is an Acts 1:8 church, which means the church has pledged to
follow the outline of the Bible verse and craft our mission program, finances,
and witness based on those words.
The following pages reflect the wonderful mission areas that Tucker First
supported and demonstrated how, in the past year, our mission teams have
been good stewards of your Faith Promise pledges. All financials and data in
this document reflect May, 2020 to April, 2021 giving.
Even during the pandemic and lockdown, Tucker First found ways to serve in our community. When several annual
mission programs shut down in 2020 (e.g. Habitat for Humanity, Appalachian Service Project, etc.), the “Mission
Possible” team chose to redirect the Faith Promise funds to where the mission need was greatest. A few examples:
NETWorks Cooperative Ministries - Many food pantries in the area had to shutter their doors in 2020 and
NETWorks was one of the only food pantries operating in our area. Their client list nearly tripled overnight with
people and families looking for help paying bills and receiving groceries.The mission committee redirected
funds to NETWorks in order for them to continue to serve the community.
Corners Outreach - the committee voted to donate $1,000 to their new “More Than a Mask Project” which
allowed the mothers of the students in the program to earn money working from home by sewing and selling
masks. As a result of our donation, 100 masks were then given to students in a local Title 1 elementary school.
Trinity House - Additional Faith Promise funds were redirected to Trinity House to help replace the facility’s
failing HVAC unit.
In addition to our existing mission groups in the community, the mission possible team was able to develop new
relationshps with the following groups:
Just Bakery - a non-profit who hires refugees at a livable wage and teaches them a skill. They host a pop-up
at Tucker First on the first Tuesday of the month.
DeKalb Police Community Policing Unit - our members have assisted this group in collecting and
distributing tents, sleeping bags, and shoes and socks to our Tucker homeless population.

Jerusalem was the city where the disciples were when Jesus gave them the
Acts 1:8 command. Our witness to Jesus Christ and His saving power begins
at home in Tucker, GA and in DeKalb County, GA. We are to tell our friends
and neighbors about Jesus and we are to seek to meet the needs of people
and minister in Jesus’ name.
Warm Clothes Drive at Corners Outreach Homework Academy (a
Children First mission) - Provided five bags of new warm clothing items for
children.
Action Ministries Smart Lunch/Smart Kid (a Children First mission) - Every
Friday and weekdays of school holidays from September 2020 through May
2021, volunteers delivered non-perishable Super Pack bags to children at
Tucker Mobile Homes and two apartment complexes.
Lunch Buddy at Tucker Mobile Homes (a Children First mission)- Last
summer, volunteers safely handed out fresh meals to 90 children each
weekday for a total of 5,535 bags!
Corners Outreach Homework Club (a Children First mission) - As part
of the Faith Promise budget reallocation process, the committee voted
to donate $1,000 to their new “More Than a Mask” project which allowed
mothers of the students in the afterschool homework program to earn money
working from home by sewing and selling masks. As a result of our donation,
100 masks were then given to students in a local Title 1 school, Graves
Elementary. In September, a team of church members cleaned office space
adjoining Corners Outreach to allow more space for students and staff to
social distance. At Christmas, volunteers provided gift bags for 80 students.
In February, church members donated snacks, cleaning supplies and three
vacuum cleaners for the Homework Club students and staff.

Your Faith Promise
Pledge at Work
Children First
$1.670
ESOL Classes
$7,600
Do Something September
$5,000
NETWorks
Cooperative Ministries
$9,000
NGUMC Bishop’s
Annual Offering
North Georgia Ministers
Education Fund
$250
NGUMC Annual Wellroot
Family Services Offering
$2,640
NGUMC Annual Wesley
Woods Offering
$2,250

Wellroot Family Services (a Children First mission) - Tucker First supported Wellroot’s summer “Read and Feed”
program by providing lunch supplies for six families for three weeks; members also donated over 100 children books.
The mission team purchased Christmas gifts from several foster children’s wish list and volunteers created Christmas
craft bags. Church members provided 15 customized Easter baskets for foster children this spring.
“Do Something September” - Instead of an in-person, hands-on, Great Day of Service single-day event, the mission
committee was challenged to come up with mission ideas for all types of persons during the pandemic. The result was
a month long emphasis titled, “Do Something September.” The idea was that no matter your comfort level, (shelter in
place, donation only, drop off only, or in-person participation), you can “Do Something” for missions in September. As
a result of “Do Something September”, three new missions were adopted by our Missions Possible team. The new
mission partners are Peace of Thread, Just Bakery, and Street Grace.
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Classes - Once the pandemic began, we were unable to
continue to provide in-person ESOL classes. The classes were moved to the Zoom meetings platform and flourished
in 2020! The Missions Possible team also redirected Faith Promise funds for an additional ESOL teacher.
Red Cross Blood Drives - Between May 2020 and April 2021, Tucker First collected 405 pints of blood for the
American Red Cross. The program has moved from quarterly blood drives to monthly blood drives because of the
demand. In 2020, Tucker First was recognized as a Premier Blood Partner by the American Red Cross.
Salvation Army Bell Ringers - Tucker First hosted a virtual kettle in 2020.

Jerusalem Continued
N.E.T. Food Pantry - During the pandemic, the N.E.T. Food Pantry, located in the Tucker Recreation Center, donated
its entire food pantry inventory to the drive-through operations at Rehoboth Baptist Food Pantry and NETworks
Cooperative Ministries. Tucker First funds designated for the Pantry were donated to NETworks. Even though the
Pantry has been closed in the past year; the organizers have recently been able to host several food giveaways every
Wednesday when available. The next food giveaway is scheduled for May 5.
NETWorks Cooperative Ministries (NETWorks) - NETWorks services people experiencing homeless and those
who live below the poverty line. They help them with food, rent assistance, and other bill paying needs. Tucker First
supported NETWorks by providing weekly volunteers, food pantry donations, storage space in the Wesley Center
and additional funds to help the ministry serve as many people in the community as possible. Throughout the year,
church members also provided health kits for the local homeless population, Christmas gift cards for regular visitors
to NETWorks, and school backpacks.
Tucker First Space - In 2020, the Tucker First Activities Center was used by Action Ministries to assemble Super
Snacks for the Smart Lunch/ Smart Kid program. Additionally, Just Bakery set up under the front portico of the
church every first Tuesday of the month for a pop-up event. NETWorks utilized the Wesley Center for the storage of
groceries as well as for packing groceries.
Tucker First Youth - The annual Youth Week activities included several mission projects: cleaning up walking trails
at Henderson Park, dismantling old playground equipment at Tucker First, volunteering at NETWorks, assembling
health kits for the DeKalb County Police, and preparing communion bags for members to use at home. Additionally,
the youth assembled 700 virtual kits for the Atlanta Track Club to be distributed for the Peachtree Road Race.
Tucker Mission Garden - On the campus of Tucker First, a team of volunteers have created a container garden for
our community. All the vegetables grown in the Tucker Mission Garden will be donated to NETWorks Cooperative
Ministries. In addition to vegetables, there will also be a pollinator garden with native plants and a mobility friendly
garden.
United Methodist Women - Our UMW made 76 breast cancer pillows for Emory Decatur Hospital and Northside
Hospital patients. They also organized a new shoe drive for the foster children cared for by Wellroot. They collected
52 pairs of new shoes and some monetary donations. The UMW supported the following missions with financial
donations: NETWorks Cooperative Ministries, Wellspring Living, Wellroot Family Services, BreakThru House,
Murphy-Harpst Children’s Home, Atlanta Mission Day Shelter for Women and Children, and Florence Kaying,
missionary in Mozambique.

Judea was the province where Jerusalem was located. The disciples were
to take the message outside the city. We are called to take the message of
Christ to the State of Georgia and the southeast region of the United States.
Through our missions efforts we seek to strengthen and encourage the work
of the church along with meeting the needs regionally and statewide.

Appalachian Service Project (ASP) - Due to increased travel restrictions in
2020, Tucker First was unable to send a mission team into Appalachia. The
money that was earmarked for ASP in 2020, was redirected to another active
mission group.
The mission committee has determined that in 2021 Tucker First will be able
to send a mission team to Tennessee to benefit the Appalachian Service
Project (ASP). The ASP mission team will leave Tucker on Thursday,
September 30 at 9:00 am and return Saturday, October 2 at 9:00 am. If you
are interested in going on this mission trip, please contact Kay Entrekin at
kayjohne@gmail.com.

Your Faith Promise
Pledge at Work
Appalachian Service Project
Funds redirected in 2020
UMC Annual
Student Offering
$256
UMC Annual
United Methodist Committe on
Relief (UMCOR) Offering
$2,750
NGUMC Annual
Murphy Harpst
Children’s Home Offering
$2,779
UMC Annual
Native American Offering
$720
UMC Annual
Peace with Justice Offering
$400

Glossary of Acronyms
NGUMC - North Georgia Conference of
the United Methodist Church
UMC - United Methodist Church
UMCOR - United Methodist Committee
on Relief
Wellroot Family Services - new name
of the United Methodist Children’s Home

Samaria was a neighboring province that many in the early church avoided
because they did not understand people who were different than themselves.
The call to Samaria reminds us of our responsibility to not just reach people
similar to us, but to go further and reach all people with the Gospel. Like the
Samaritans of the first century, our *Samaria* may include those who are
near to us but different from us economically, racially, spiritually, or culturally.
Cold Weather Shelter - In 2020, the shelter was tasked with following CDC
pandemic guidelines in order to open and stay open. Guidelines included
but were not limited to: deep cleaning of the Activities Center, boxed meals
instead of family style dinners, and social distancing.
•

Magnolia Cafeteria, a local restaurant, stepped up and donated hot,
boxed meals on any night the shelter was open.

Your Faith Promise
Pledge at Work
Cold Weather Shelter
$4,400
NGUMC Annual
Housing & Homeless Offering
$1,180
Trinity Kitchen & Trinity Table
$2,350
UMC Annual
Human Relations Offering
$600

•

Additionally, due to the added expense of the deep cleaning, church
members and the community came together and helped pay for the
additional expense.

•

The DeKalb County Emergency Management provided all the PPE supplies as well as digital thermometers
for the shelter.The Emergency Management team also assisted in the development and approval of the
Pandemic Safety Procedures that made it possible to open the Cold Weather Shelter and keep it open during
the Pandemic.

The heart of the Cold Weather Shelter program is the willingness of so many to volunteer when needed, even on short
notice. Without each and every volunteer, this ministry would not be possible and those in need would have nowhere
else for shelter on the coldest and most dangerous nights of the year. Don Andersen
From December 2, 2020 to February 28, 2021, the cold weather shelter provided the following: open 19 nights,
71 guest nights consisting of 62 men and 9 women. There were a total of 23 men and women who were overnight
volunteers. Of these volunteers, 9 volunteered for the first time to serve at the shelter and 5 were from the community
(not Tucker First member). BIlly, Melissa, and Alex Bachman volunteered as a family and Donna Davis volunteered
the most nights at the shelter (5).
Trinity Table Community Kitchen - The Trinity Table Community Kitchen, a kitchen serving the homeless in
downtown Atlanta, had to change their approach during the pandemic. They switched from in-person dining to pick-up
To-Go bags only. Because of this change, Tucker First provided 300 “To-Go” bags instead of the traditional soup and
sandwich combination that we usually offer.
Trinity House | Men’s Addiction Recovery Program - Like the rest of Georgia, the men of Trinity House (substance
abuse facility) had to shelter in place during the pandemic. The Trinity program relies on scheduled donations of meals
from area churches (Tucker First is the fourth Sunday). The committee was able to continue with the Sunday meals,
but could only leave them at the door of the center. They were able to talk with the men during the Sunday meal, via
the Zoom meeting platform.
Also, Faith Promise funds were redirected to Trinity House to help replace the facility’s HVAC unit in July 2020.
Lastly, our Searchers Sunday School class collected and delivered an abundance of items for Trinity House. Among
the supplies collected were (not a complete list) 50 masks, 36 razors, 48 bars of bath soap, 15 tubes of toothpaste,
81 pairs of socks, 48 pairs of underwear, 92 t-shirts, 38 note cards, and enough laundry detergent to do 451 loads of
laundry.

God has given each of us a responsibility for our world coming to know
Christ. We are committed to missions around the world. We can give and we
can pray in support of those who go into the mission field, but we can also
go ourselves. We seek to involve members of our church in our missions
ministry around the world in personal ways.
Honduras International - Due to increased travel restrictions in 2020,
Tucker First was unable to send a team of missionaries to Honduras. We
had planned to send an adult team and a youth team to Honduras in 2020.
Instead, we continued to support Honduras Outreach International by
providing redirected Faith Promise funds to the program. These funds were
very helpful when two Category 4 hurricanes hit the country of Honduras in
November 2020 and caused a lot of destruction and devastation.
The mission committee has determined that in 2021 Tucker First will be able
to send a mission team to Honduras to benefit Honduras International. For
the Honduras mission trip, the team will leave on Saturday, November 13
and return Saturday, November 20. If you are interested in going on this trip,
please contact Kay Entrekin at kayjohne@gmail.com.

Meet Your Tucker First Missionaries
Kabila Mukuni Claude A Mujil | Congo - Kabila is a ministerial student
attending Katanga Methodist University in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. We are sponsoring Kabila and his family while he attends classes.

Your Faith Promise
at Work
Globalscope Germany
$2,000
Global Ministries of the UMC
$2,500
Katanga University
Ministerial Scholarship
$2,500
UMC Annual
Human Relations Offering

$600

UMC Annual
World Communion Offering
$350
Honduras Outreach
International
$2,500

Florence Kaying | Mozambique - Florence is a Global Ministries missionary in Mozambique working with women
and children. Tucker First, through the UMC General Board of Global Missions, has established a covenant
relationship with her. Additionally, our United Methodist Women support Florence Kaying.
Tyler and Shalynn Crawford | Germany - Tyler is a home-grown missionary having grown up at Tucker First. He and
his wife are missionaries to the community in TÜbingen, Germany. Tucker First missions program provides financial
help to support to his minstry.
Kathryn Wurst | Germany - Kathryn Wurst is a Tucker First missionary also in TÜbingen, Germany. She is a
Christian Ministry Fellowship missionary and ministers to the college students in TÜbingen. Tucker First missions
program provides financial help to support to her minstry.
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