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Thanks to the support of our loving and caring congregation, the English for Speakers of Other 
Languages program (ESOL) at Tucker First has been serving the local community for three years. 
We are blessed to welcome our neighbors to our church to attend classes that help them master 
new language skills. Proficiently knowing English makes it easier for newcomers to get good jobs 
and to interact more fully with their children’s schools. Through our childcare program, we have 
the opportunity to minister to children and with entire families. 

ESOL at Tucker First Completes Third Year 

By Leigh Andersen, lcandersen@bellsouth.net and 
Jonnie Johnston, jjjohnston@bellsouth.net

Becoming an Acts 1:8 Church - Jerusalem

Pints & Praise
Thursday, June 22

6:30 - 8:00 pm
at

Rivals on Five
1227 Rockbridge Rd SW

Stone Mountain

Come and join us for good 
food and good music. 

Don't forget to bring a friend.

What Is Pints & Praise? 

Pints & Praise is an opportunity to 
listen to a great praise band and hang 
out with friends. This is a great place 
to bring your unchurched friends for 
food, music, fun, and conversation.

A typical ESOL classroom at Tucker First on Tuesday nights.

ESOL classes for the 2017-2018 school year will begin August 15. If you would like to know 
more about the program or are interested in volunteering, please contact Leigh Andersen, 
lcandersen@bellsouth.net, Joy Egge, joyegge@yahoo.com, or Jonnie Johnston, 
jjjohnston@bellsouth.net. 
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The ESOL program would not be possible without faithful volunteers. Heartfelt gratitude is 
expressed to the following people from Tucker First and the community who have given of their 
time, talents, and resources over the 2016-2017 school year:



As head of the Church Council, I wanted to give the church a brief update on our financial situation 
until we have hired a new church manager who can give a more thorough report. We have set a 
budget for the church in 2017 of $1,200,000. This is about a $40,000 increase from our budget 
in 2016. However, we ran slightly over budget last year and actually spent $1,203,000. So the 
budget for this year falls very closely in line with what we spent in 2016. 

For the first third of the year we have collected $390,000 out of our goal of $400,000. We have 
spent $387,000 out of our budgeted amount of $400,000. This great generosity allows us to 
continue all the wonderful programs of our church. As I write this I am listening to our youth 
choir perform in Savannah through the magic of Facebook. Seeing how Christ is working in and 
through our youth is amazing. 

As always, our summer months tend to find many of us on vacation and out of town. I want to 
encourage us all to be as faithful as possible in our giving through this time so we can continue our 
great work of making disciples for Christ to transform the world. Finally, I ask for, and appreciate, 
your patience on getting personal giving statements and a better financial report until we have a 
new manager hired. In Christ's Love, John Entrekin.

A Brief Tucker First Financial Update
by John Entrekin, Church Council Chair, jentre23@bellsouth.net

Church Council

Editor's Note: Pastor Higgins' column will resume next month

Well, the end of May has passed and you may be wondering the status of our new electronic sign. 
The short story is that the City of Tucker is withholding our sign permit, and there is something 
you can do to help with that. Our church property falls in the Downtown Tucker Compatible Use 
Overlay District, where there is an easily overlooked restriction on electronic signs. Its purpose 
maintains our hometown character by preventing flashy, distracting commercial signage.

But our church does not want flashy commercial signage either, and the trustees worked to 
select a sign with technology features that would blend in without being distracting. The trustees 
are currently going through the process of applying for a variance from the zoning regulations, 
where we hope to convince the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) of that. The Tucker Community 
Development department is very supportive of our endeavor; they have been great working with 
the church on this matter. 

Here is where you can help

The ZBA holds a public hearing to listen to parties for and against the sign. It would be very 
beneficial if the public – that’s you – showed up at the hearing in support of a sign that will help 
Tucker First keep making a positive difference in the community.

The next available hearing date is Tuesday, July 18. We are allotted ten minutes to speak, but you 
can show support by just showing up. We just want to convince the board that Tucker First cares 
about the community, that we are respectful of its character, and we need the sign to educate 
everyone of all the programs the church offers. If you have any questions about the sign or the 
process, please contact Owen Skinner at owen.skinner@ngumc.net.

Update on the New Electronic Sign
by Doug Burger

Trustees

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We greet you in the name of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, in whom we live and 
have our being.

We, the members of the Vision of Faith 
United Methodist Church, express our 
gratitude and thanks for all the love you 
have shown us during our stay at Tucker 
First. You have embodied the Biblical 
teaching of welcoming strangers and 
showing love to members of the body 
of Christ. Over the years, we have been 
fortunate to fellowship with Tucker First 
United Methodist Men, United Methodist 
Women, and various Sunday school 
classes, and these cherished memories 
will enrich our lives forever. Your warmth 
and generosity testify to the power of the 
Holy Spirit present in your congregation, 
and it is our prayer that this power 
continues to enrich you for years to come.

We will provide you with any current 
information when we become settled 
in our new location. We are confident 
that our association and fellowship will 
continue in the foreseeable future, and 
we want you to know that you will always 
be in our prayers.

Again, thank you for your hospitality over 
the year and we pray the doxology from 
Numbers 6 for your congregation. 

“The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make His face 

shine upon you,
And be gracious to you;

The Lord lift up His 
countenance upon you,
And give you peace.”

Amen

Yours in Christ on behalf of the Vision of 
Faith family.

Rev. Jerry Alladin, Pastor
Augustus Dukuly, Board Chair

Emmanuel Preston, Trustee Chair
Victor Harmon, SPRC Chair

A Message from the 
Vision of Faith Congregation

Good Neighbors

The Vision of Faith congregation is a 
Liberian UMC congregation, that has 
held worship services in our Chapel for 
many years. They will be moving their 
services to John Wesley UMC after June 
18. Please keep this congregation in your 
prayers.

The live stream of the conference will be available beginning with opening worship at 2 pm, 
Tuesday, June 13. You can live stream it here, http://www.ngumc.org/livestreamAC2017.

Please pray for the 2017 North Georgia Annual 
Conference which will take place June 13-16.  
Our Tucker First pastors and lay delegates (local and district level), will be attending to conduct 
the business of the conference. During these sessions, members of the conference hear reports 
of past and ongoing work; adopt future goals, programs and budgets; and ordain clergy members 
as deacons and elders. The bishop presides over these meetings. 

You Can Live Stream the North 
Georgia Annual Conference

UMC North Georgia Conference



But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8

Becoming An Acts 1:8 Church - Jerusalem

Save the date for Tucker First UMC's First Annual Great Day of Service! On Saturday, 
September 30 from 8 am - 3 pm, individuals and families will gather in teams to go forth 
and serve in our community!

Projects, representing a wide range of needs, will be pre-selected prior, to the Great Day 
of Service. There will be something that YOU can do no matter your age. Families may 
serve together or choose different projects depending upon their interests.  Childcare will 
be available for the youngest ones, but they too will have a fun project to complete. Imagine 
the impact for Christ we can accomplish if we all work together! 

Save the Date for the Tucker First "Great Day of Service!"

Great Day of Service Project Coodinators Needed

Seeking men, women, and youth to be project coordinators for each pre-screened project 
as well as interested individuals who will help on the Planning Committee! Please contact 
Kelly Skinner at mommy23qtz@gmail.com or 770-906-8094 if you want to be a part of 
this unique servant experience.

NETWorks Food Pantry is open during certain 
hours of the week. Starting June 10, NETWorks 
will open their pantry one Saturday a month for 
persons that cannot get to the pantry during 
the week. Volunteers are needed to help at 
the Saturday pantry. The upcoming Saturday 
dates are July 15, and August 12. Hours will 
be 10 am to 1 pm. The NETWorks Food Pantry 
is located at 2380 Fourth Street, Tucker, GA. 

To volunteer, go to 
http://signup.com/go/KBAUPPh 

review the volunteer options, and select your 
slot. No prior volunteer experience or training 
needed. You will be trained on site.

The Atlanta Community Food Bank counts over 
6,000 people in our area (Northlake, Embry 
Hills, and Tucker) who are “food insecure.” 
This means that, at some point this year, they 
won’t know where their next meal is coming 
from. Of those 6,000, 40% are working and 
32% are children.

Volunteers are Needed for 
NETWorks Saturday 

Food Pantry

Fresh air, exercise, sunshine, popsicles, fun, 
and games in the courtyard are just a few of 
the activities that “Wonderful Wednesdays” 
are designed to provide for children living at 
Northlake Inn this summer. In addition to the 
summer Lunch Buddy program, which provides 
a ready to eat lunch for children living at the 
hotel during the weekdays of summer vacation, 
the Children First Committee is sponsoring 
“Wonderful Wednesdays” starting at 1 pm 
in the courtyard each week. Sidewalk chalk, 
bicycles, basketball, jump ropes, badminton 
and more are available for children at the hotel 
to get out of their rooms and have some fun.

If you are interested in helping with “Wonderful 
Wednesdays” for children at Northlake Inn 
this summer, please contact Robin Pounds 
at robinpounds631@gmail.com or 404-
918-0069.

Volunteers are Needed for 
"Wonderful Wednesdays" at 

Northlake Inn

Come join a new group forming to maintain 
gardens on the Tucker First campus. Enjoy fun 
and fellowship while learning and beautifying 
the Arthur Wood Memorial Courtyard, the Paula 
Swope Memorial Garden, and many other 
locations around the church. No experience 
is necessary and all are welcome. 

Contact Bill and Dawn Hines at 
dawnhines@comcast.net.

Garden Party

Help others by donating blood on Sunday, July 
2 from  8 am to 1 pm in the Wesley Center. The 
Red Cross has shared that the urgent need for 
blood continues. 

To schedule an appointment to donate, 
please call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit 

redcrossblood.org 
and enter sponsor code: tuck1umc. 

If you have questions or if you’d like to help sign 
people in or hand out snacks please contact 
Evelyn Burkett 404-727-1582 or ehburkett@
comcast.net 

Red Cross Blood Drive

June July Mission Calendar
Find your Summer Mission

Habitat for Humanity
Saturday, June 17 & June 24 

9 am - 4 pm
http://tinyurl.com/tfumchabitat2017

Trinity House Meal
Sunday, June 25 & July 23 

5:00 - 7:30 pm
Contact Becky Burnett at 
rsb1950@bellsouth.net

Wonderful Wednesdays at Northlake Inn
Every Wednesday in the Summer

Northlake Inn
1:00 pm

Contact Robin Pounds at 
robinpounds631@gmail.com

Lunch Buddy Meal Delivery
Volunteers slots available for July 4, 

August 1 and 2.
http://tinyurl.com/SummerLB2017 

Red Cross Blood Drive
Sunday, July 2 

8 am - 1 pm
redcrossblood.org 

enter sponsor code tuck1umc



Katie Adams graduated from Belmont University with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing. As 
a recipient of an Army ROTC scholarship, following graduation Katie was commissioned as a 
second lieutenant and will be working as an Army nurse.  Her first posting will be at Fort Lewis 
in Tacoma, WA.

Sarah Becker graduated from the University of Georgia with a Bachelor of Science in Education. 
Sarah plans to teach English in Madrid, Spain.

Jessica Dillard graduated from the University of North Georgia with a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing. Jessica will be working in the Neonatal ICU at Children's Healthcare of Atlanta, Egleston 
Hospital, Atlanta, GA.

Chelesa Fearce graduated from Spelman College with a Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry. 
Chelesa plans to conduct research on depression at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, 
MD.

Sam Frihart graduated from the University of Georgia, Risk Management/Insurance Department 
with a certificate in Legal Studies Underwriting.

Mackenzie Garrison graduated from Georgia Southern with a Bachelor of Science in Interior 
Design. Mackenzie is a design consultant for Nydree Flooring.

Holly Kilpatrick graduated from Georgia College and State University with a Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing. Holly will be working in the Neonatal ICU at Children's Healthcare of Atlanta, Scottish 
Rite Hospital, Atlanta, GA.

James Madison May, IV graduated from the University of Alabama with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Finance. Jimmy plans to pursue a career in commercial real estate.

Rachel Ownbey graduated from the University of North Georgia with a Bachelor of Science in 
Biology. Rachel plans to pursue a career in wildlife management.

Meredith Pounds graduated from the University of Georgia with a Bachelor in Business 
Administration. Meredith will be working for Pruitt Health in Norcross as she earns her MBA and 
MHA at Georgia State University. 

Sarah White graduated from Armstrong State University with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing. 
Sarah will be working at Spartanburg Regional Medical Center, Spartanburg, SC.

Garrison Parker Ramey, grandson of Phyllis 
Hanson and son of Garry and Lisa (Parker) 
Ramey, graduated from Centennial High 
School in Alpharetta on May 20 with top 
honors, ranking number eight in his class of 
500+ students. He also excelled in track and 
field prior to and during his high school years. 
Garrison will be entering the honors program 
at the University of Georgia in the Fall. 

Sam Torbert was a member of the Tucker 
High School Robotics team, a DeKalb County 
Design Award (Robotics) recipient, a Georgia 
Championship Qualifier in Robotics, a World 
Championship Qualifier in Robotics, and 
lettered on the Tucker High Swim Team. Sam 
is the son of Edgar and Julia Torbert.

Look Who Graduated From College This Year!

Congratulations!

Check Out These Outstanding 
High School Accomplishments

Awesome Youth!

This photo represents all the high school graduates who were able to particpate in May's 
Senior Sunday. Look for more information about them in the July newsletter.

Family & Children’s Ministry 
Summer Events

Summer Fun!

Tucker First Night at the Park
Stone Mountain Park | July 14

Sign up at 
http://tinyurl.com/tuckerstone

Tucker First Back to School Party 
Westhampton Pool 
August 4 | 6:00 – 9:00 pm

Sign up at 
http://tinyurl.com/tuckerfirstpool

Questions? Contact Mimi Sanders at 
mimi_sanders@tfumc.org.

D id  we miss  your  ch i ld  o r  you th 's 
accomplishmnet? Your church family would 
like to recognize their accomplishments. 

P l e a s e  s e n d  y o u r  r e c o g n i t i o n  t o 
communications@tfumc.org.

Join your chuirch family for these 
wonderful summer events.

Do We Miss Your Recognition?

July Newsletter



Sympathy is Extended to

Welcome to the Family

What's Praying on My Mind

Take Your Denarius and Go Home
By Nick Frutiger, nfrutiger@hotmail.com

George Mize
3867 Midvale Road
Tucker, GA 30084

Kathy French
3867 Midvale Road
Tucker, GA 30084

Thank You - Part II

The family of Sara Floor would like to express 
their love and sincere gratitude to the church 
family for the prayers, cards, and support. 
These acts of kindness have meant so much 
as the family comes to terms with this loss.

Thank you for the kindness and expressions 
of sympathy. A special thank you to the 
Wesley Fellowship Sunday School Class 
for providing the lunch after the service. We 
all have fond memories of times with you 
over the years and treasure the many years 
of friendship with our family. Sincerely, Grace 
Lynn Perry, Louis McKillon, Rodney Mills, 
and children of Myra Mills. 

Wedding Bells

Congratulations to David Williamson III and 
Lindsey Sciavicco who were married April 29.

Congratulations to George Mize and Kathy 
French who were married in our Sanctuary, 
June 10.

Ken Spears on the death of his father, Darrell 
Spears on May 15.

Annette Nix on the death of her brother, W. G. 
Loggins on May 25.

Amy Keown on the death of her aunt, Nell 
Wright.

Welcome to the World

Congratulations to Lionel and Jessica 
McNamara on the birth of Violet James, on 
May 25. Grandparents are Glen and Karen 
Gordon. Great-grandparents are Bill and 
Dawn Hines.In my fourth year of teaching I had an additional teacher placed with me in my room all 

day. He was a middle-aged man who did very little work. I’ve always felt a little insecure 
about my own laziness and competence, so I didn’t really judge, even if he sat in the back 
and read the paper or would casually start sweeping the floors.

Then a coworker ruined everything by whispering “Can you believe he gets the same 
paycheck as you?”

From that day on I couldn’t stand the man. I was obsessed, not with my own paycheck, 
but with his. I wanted him to work more or earn less or receive some kind of consequence. 
My work life seemed diminished and unfair because of my perception of his situation. By 
the end of the year you couldn’t ask me “How are things going?” without getting a tirade. 
I realized I wasn’t being a very nice person, but I didn’t know how to stop. It was a habit 
at that point.

Now I have a new job and one member of our team is notorious for not pulling his weight, 
but I’m so happy with my own situation that I really don’t care. He has a doctoral degree 
and we work for the public school system, so he definitely makes more than me, but it 
doesn’t worry me. I feel like I am being treated generously, regardless of how he is treated. 
But I have a couple of new coworkers, and it is starting to irritate them. 

I try and remind them that we have a pretty nice job, where we are treated fairly, better 
than fair to tell the truth. But they can’t let it go. Some adults just vent to each other, but 
others get worked up until they have to do something.

The Parable of the Workers and the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16) is difficult for some of 
us because it seems so unfair. This is the story of the landowner who gathers workers in 
the morning, promising them a denarius for a day’s work, and then goes out periodically 
to get more workers throughout the day, offering them “whatever is fair.” At the end of the 
day, everyone gets a denarius, even those who worked an hour.

The people who worked all day resent those who only worked at the end of the day and 
received the same pay. Frankly it’s un-American. Your first reaction, like those listening to 
Jesus, should be “That is so unfair!”

Then Jesus challenges us. Not only is it fair, but that feeling we are experiencing is a cruel 
and sinful sort of envy, and in order to be reconciled to God we need to be ready for His 
special brand of generosity. If we hope to see others around us punished, we may be in 
for a rude awakening. Our salvation should not be contingent on others’ damnation.

I am blessed, in my life and work. There are things I don’t have that others do, but before I 
feel envy or wish to trade places with anyone, I need to consider the rest of their story, what 
they’ve been through, what they’re going through, and what God has in store for each of us.

If you start to envy your neighbor’s situation, you need to know their whole situation. If 
you don’t have time for that, you may be happier just to work hard, take your denarius, 
and go home.

Dear Friends in Mission, 

Thank you for your support of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). Through your gift, you are helping to provide assistance for 
survivors of human trafficking, funding for health and development projects that alleviates hunger and poverty, holistic community-based health 
programs, and access to clean water and sanitation. This is just a sampling of the good works that gifts like yours make possible. Thank you for 
giving so generously.

Through The Advance, the designated giving channel of The United Methodist Church, 100 percent of your contribution will go to disaster responses 
worldwide. Your gift, received on 5/11/17 of $2,194.00 is responding quickly to meet emergency needs around the world. Giving through The Advance 
enables United Methodists to partner with one another in missions and ministry around the world.  

Grace and Peace, Roland Fernandes, General Treasurer, General Board of Global Ministries and Mary Andreolli, Executive Director of 
Communications, Advance &  Fundraising, General Board of Global Ministries

Thank You - Part I
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Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8:30 am–5:00 pm

Closed on Friday
770-938-3030

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 & 11:00 am 

Traditional Worship, Sanctuary

11:00 am - Table 153
Relaxed Worship, Activities Center

The password for the wireless network is 
TuckerFirst (Sign in as guest).

This newsletter is a publication of the 
communications ministry of Tucker First. 
Editors - Leigh Andersen, Sarah Cann, 

Lisa Kuebler, Leigh Lowman, & Paul White.
Designer - Katherine Griffith

Submit your ideas and information to 
communications@tfumc.org. 

Find us on the web at
www.tuckerfirst.org

Our youth choir did a great job representing Tucker First on their recent choir tour. Look for an article about their journey in the July newsletter. 
See photos of many church events on our Shutterfky site - https://tuckerfirstumcphotos.shutterfly.com/#. 


