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PRAYER EMPHASIS 
Please be in prayer as our world, our nation, and our community face the 

constant new changes due to the spread of the Coronavirus - COVID-19.  

The sanctuary flowers are given to the Glory of God and  

...in honor of our grandson, Darragh McGowan Suggs-Coughlan, on his 

13th birthday, by Bob and Sandy Suggs. 

...in honor of Tom Carlysle, for being a wonderful caretaker and in 

celebration of his birthday, by Lisa Carlysle. 

March 15, 2020 

 
 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION: 
To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  

transformation of the world.  
 
 

TODAY’S MESSAGE: 
 

“You Can’t Drink Snow” 
 

TODAY IN WORSHIP 
Moses and Israel were wandering in the wilderness. They had 
no water and were thirsty. God instructed Moses to strike a 
rock with his staff. When Moses struck the rock, water came 
forth. The people’s thirst was quenched. Today we think about 
the ways in which God’s grace can quench the things we thirst 
for in life.  

 

Sunday Worship Opportunities 

8:30 am, Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 

11:00 am, Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 

11:00 am, The Table - Modern Worship, Chapel 

Rev. Gerald Varner, Senior Pastor 

                Gerald.varner@ngumc.net | ext. 4026 

Rev. Anne Cumings, Associate Pastor 

                Anne.cumings@ngumc.net | ext. 4033 

Tom Moore, Director of Music & Arts 

                Tom_moore@tfumc.org | ext. 4023 

Lynn Urda, Director of Children & Youth Choirs 

                 lynn@graphicworksatlanta.com | 404-245-5273 

Carolyn Davison, Director of Cherub Choir, Jubilee Ringers 

                mommusic@comcast.net 

Dr. Soo Jin Kim, Organist 

Charles Keown, Modern Worship Leader 

      ckeown@tfumc.org | 678-481-9672 

Mimi Sanders, Director of Family & Children’s Ministries 

                Mimi_sanders@tfumc.org | ext. 4038 

Chris Moss, Director of Youth & College Ministries 

                cmoss@tfumc.org | ext. 4024 

Marti Coleman, Weekday Preschool Director 

                Preschool@tfumc.org | ext. 4020 

Stephanie Shanholtzer, Administrative Assistant 

                sshanholtzer@tfumc.org | ext. 4025 

Cindy Petersiel, Church Administrator 

                cpetersiel@tfumc.org| ext. 4035 

Leandro Apud, Church Custodian 

 
Church Office Notes 

Tucker First has online giving through www.tuckerfirst.org. You can 
set up a one-time contribution or a regular weekly or monthly   
contribution from your checking account or a charge card.  
 
When signing the attendance pad, please print your information. It 
makes life much easier for the office staff.  Thank you. 
 
If you would like a name badge, please contact Barbara Goodwin at  
B_goodwin2001@yahoo.com.  
 

Last Week’s Attendance — 327 

FOR OUR GUESTS: 

 Childcare is available for infants through five years old from 8:30 am to 
completion of the 11:00 am service. A member of the usher team will 
be happy to direct you to the Children’s wing. 

 Quiet activity bags for children are available from an usher.  

 Devices to assist the hearing impaired are available at the  
ushers’ table. Large print Bibles and hymnals are available in the  

      Narthex. 

 If you are a guest, we have an information bag for you.  You may pick 
it up on the table in the Narthex as you leave the worship service. 

 There is a nursing mother’s station in the infant nursery with a rocker, 
privacy curtain, and changing table. An usher can direct you to the  

      location of this room. 

Tucker First United Methodist Church 

5095 LaVista Road, Tucker, GA 30084 

Church Office Phone:  770-938-3030 

Direct Dial: 678-325- and the extension. 

Hours:  Monday-Thursday:  8:30 am - 4:30 pm;  

Friday: Closed 

www.tuckerfirst.org 

Facebook– Tucker First United Methodist Church 

Facebook– The Table At Tucker First UMC 

2020 Confirmands 

Timothy Collier 

Ryanne Kelly 

Calvin Myers 

Paige Myers 

Nicholas Shepherd 

Poem Strickland 

Caitlin Stuckey 

Griffin Troglin 
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Then should a seeker see the stones and ask what these rocks 
mean, “They are the church which our God owns and through 
which Christ is seen!” 
 
Let sinful pride, like Easter’s stone, by God be rolled away. 
Then through our lives let it be known Christ lives and leads 
today. 
 
*HYMN No. 724      On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand 
 
The children are invited to come to the front during the last stanza of this hymn to 

prepare for the children’s moment.  
 

God wrote [the Ten Commandments] on two stone tablets, then gave 

them to [Moses]. Deuteronomy 5:22  

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                     Mimi Sanders 

 
This is the day, this is the day. 
That the Lord has made, that the Lord has made. 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice, 
And be glad in it, and be glad in it. 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is the day, this is the day 
That the Lord has made.  
                   

WE OPEN OUR HEARTS TO GOD 
Jacob used a stone as a pillar and dreamed of a ladder extending into 
heaven with angels ascending and descending. “Jacob took one of the 
stones at that place and put it under his head. He dreamed … and saw 
a staircase … with the Lord standing on it and saying, “’I am the Lord … 
I am with you and will protect you everywhere you go.’ After Jacob got 
up … he took the stone … and set it up as a sacred pillar. He named 
that place Bethel (God’s house).” Genesis 28:11-15 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                            (8:30) Rev. Anne Cumings                                                     

(11:00) Chris Moss  
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth,  
As it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
The power, and the glory,  
Forever.  Amen. 

 
WE OFFER OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 

“Who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter said, ‘You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.’ Then Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son 
of Jonah … You are Peter, and I’ll build my church on this rock. The 
gates of the underworld won’t be able to stand against it.’”  
Matthew 16:15-18  
 
OFFERTORY                      Rock of Ages                       Arr. Thompson 
 
 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

WE ARE INVITED 

WELCOME                                                          Rev. Gerald Varner 
     
“The Lord lives! Bless God, my rock! Let my God, the rock of my 
salvation, be lifted high.” II Samuel 22:47 
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 
PRELUDE                          Built on the Rock                       Arr. Manz 
At this time, please take a moment to sign in to the pew pad at the end of your row 
and print clearly.  

 
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES      
 
INTROIT (11:00)            O Come, Let Us Sing                          Berry 

Carol Choir and Wesley Singers 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                 (8:30) Rev. Anne Cumings 
(Psalm 61:1-3)                                 (11:00) Chris Moss 
 

God, listen to my cry; pay attention to my prayer! 
When my heart is weak, I cry out to you from the very ends of 
the earth. 
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I am, because you have been 
my refuge, 
a tower of strength in the face of the enemy. 
 

*PRAYER 
“Now you are coming to him as to a living stone. Even though this 
stone was rejected by humans, from God’s perspective it is chosen, 
valuable. You yourselves are being built like living stones into a 
spiritual temple. You are being made into a holy priesthood.”  

I Peter 2:4,5  
 

God, you invite us to be a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people who are God’s own possession. As we 
become this people, may we speak of the wonderful acts of 
the one who called us out of darkness into his amazing light. 
Amen. (I Peter 2:9) 
  
Joshua led the people of Israel across the Jordan River into the land 
of promise. “Joshua said to [the twelve people he had appointed], 
‘Cross over into the middle of the Jordan … Each of you lift up a stone 
on your shoulder to match the number of the tribes of Israel. This will 
be a symbol among you.’  In the future your children may ask, ‘What 
do these stones mean to you?’ Then you will tell them that the water 
of the Jordan was cut off before the Lord’s covenant chest. These 
stones will be an enduring memorial for the Israelites.” Joshua 4:1-7  
 

*HYMN                        Living Stones 
 
Our God has built with living stones a church that lives as 
well; In solid and in certain tones to pray, and sing, and tell. 
 
God’s Son, our Rock, our Cornerstone on which we stones 
must build; Foundation that is Christ alone, each stone in 
Christ fulfilled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
*LENTEN DOXOLOGY  (Sung to the tune OLD 100th)  
 
Praise God throughout these forty days. 
Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 
And praise the Spirit who imparts 
God’s love in Christ into our hearts. 
Amen. 
 
“Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice 
is like a wise builder who built a house upon a rock. The rain fell and 
the floods came, and the wind blew and beat against that house. It   
didn’t fall because it was firmly set on rock.” Matthew 7:24,25  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER                                   (8:30) Rev. Anne Cumings 

(11:00) Chris Moss 
 

WE HEAR OF GOD’S LOVE 
“Come, let’s sing out loud to the Lord! Let’s make a joyful shout to the 
rock of our salvation.” Psalm 95:1  
 
 
ANTHEM 
(8:30)                                The Solid Rock                         Arr. Fettke 

New Horizons 
 
(11:00)                     What Wondrous Love Is This?             Arr. Hayes 

Chancel Choir 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON            Exodus 17:1-7 
 
SERMON                       “You Can’t Drink Snow”       Rev. Gerald Varner 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LOVE 

“All who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death. 
We were buried together with him through baptism … so that just as 
Christ was raised from the dead … we too can walk in the newness of 
life.” Romans 6:3,4  
 
*HYMN No. 368                  My Hope Is Built 
 
*HYMN No. 605    Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters 
 

WE ARE SENT FORTH TO CELEBRATE 
 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY          Rev. Gerald Varner 
 
*BENEDICTION               
“So Jacob took a stone, set it up as a sacred pillar, and said to his    
relatives, ‘Gather stones.’ So they took stones, made a mound, and ate 
there near the mound. Laban … named the place Mizpah, because he 
said, ‘The Lord watch between you and me when we are absent one 
from the other.’” Genesis 31:45-49  
                           
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE   

Lamb of God 
O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,  
I love the holy Lamb of God! O wash me in his precious blood- 
My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.  
 
POSTLUDE                                                                            Guilman 

Preludio from the Third Sonata in C Minor, Op. 56 

 
The postlude is an opportunity to reflect on the meaning of the  service and is offered as 
praise to God.   

*Please stand as you are able. 
Please remember to silence your cell phones and other electronic devices.  

(words used by permission CCLI# 1456853) 


